Sponsorship Proposal Letter

My name is Meg Gaillard and I am an elite level sailor.  I am campaigning for the 2004 Olympic Games in Sailing in Athens, Greece.  I compete in a one person, single sail planing dinghy called a Europe dinghy.  It requires athleticism, smarts and experience as the playing field in constantly in motion.  Currently, I am ranked first on the US Sailing Team.  Domestically, I am always in the front.  I have raced the boat for the past five years and have been one of the top three members of the Team each year.  Internationally, I have done a great deal of training and racing with top finishes as well: all of this culminated in my third place finish at the 2000 Worlds in Bahia, Brazil of a fleet of 120 boats.  My resume is attached.


My objective is very clear – to be on the medal podium in 2004.  In order to do that, funding is needed for the development of my equipment, specifically my mast.  The mast is made of carbon fiber which controls its’ bend characteristics as the winds blows.  The mast bends differently (more bend or less bend) in the different wind strengths.  Thus, how and where it bends along the mast is critical as well as specific for each sailor and their weight and body type.  However, the US is very far behind in this development and has no personnel with the bank of knowledge and know-how specific to this boat.  The US is a leader in so many areas of boat and sail development, though, that really it is a matter of money and time to find the team of people who will crack the code.  


In terms of hard dollars, the development will require multi-masts and sails, a team of carbonologists, engineers, and sail makers.  Each will analyze the bend characteristics of each mast, study the data, modify and eventually make a mast which is legal in regards to the very stringent measurement rules.  I will need to have a very fast sailor/coach to sail, train and test equipment with me: we will be putting hundreds of hours into testing the equipment and giving feedback to the rest of the team.  In many ways, this will be like a race car team – engineers, a pit team, the sponsor(s), coach and the driver, me.


The budget for this effort from January 2002 through the first quarter 2004 totals more than $169,000.  The budget is enclosed for your viewing.  Development is not broken down as a separate heading because it really is all part of a whole.  In order to do this correctly, regatta training and testing is imperative, as is a coach and thus a great deal of travel.  Development in and of itself is a part of everyday of sailing and training right up until the US Trials in early 2004.  (Specific dates nor a location has as yet been announced.)  


It is important to understand, the US will not medal without creating our own technological advances.  The 2000 Sydney gold medalist, Shirley Robertson, an English woman, had a seemingly endless budget.  Her mast development program was six years in the making and in the end required the design of British aerospace and over $10,000 in building costs.  (For reference sake, typically a mast from the manufacturer in Sweden (Marstrom) costs $1,200).   The USA is the leader in so many areas of technology and development.  It is time to make the US a leader in sailboat racing again, right up to the medal podium in Athens 2004.      

The Bottom Line Return on Your Investment
These days it is difficult to compete with the media attention of the popular sports of tennis, football, soccer, etc…  However, with the advent of the X-Games, more and more ‘outdoor life’ magazines, and the increasingly popular thought of returning to nature and adventure sports.  In fact, interest in sailing has quadrupled in the last ten years.  The NY Times even has a weekly article on sailing and boat racing by Herb McCormick.  While my campaign can not promise media attention, I can say that for the 2000 US Trials (where I was second) there was a great deal of media leading up to and surrounding the event; and I can most certainly do my best to get it.  


Logos can be put everywhere from the sail to the boat itself, to my uniform and the cars/vans that get me where I am going.  In terms of travel, I cover a great deal of the planet.  I spend six weeks or more training and racing in Europe.  I will spend several months training and racing in Auckland, New Zealand next year during the Challenger Series (the Louis Vuitton Cup) and the America’s Cup.  I spend months in Florida and annually sail events in California.  I even have a semi-quarterly news-letter that reaches several thousand people.  It updates friends, supporters and interested parties on my progress, comings and goings and provides pictures as to how campaign life really is.  


Finally, I will be available for anything that your company or foundation deems worthwhile for promotion, sales, endorsements, …  I have attached my budget, resume, training and racing schedule, as well as a letter of recommendation from the US Sailing Team coach, Luther Carpenter, for your review.  Feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns that you may have via e-mail at Mgaillard@aol.com; or at 914-525-8709.  I look forward to hearing from you.










Sincerely,










Meg Gaillard

E.C.S.A. (Eastern Connecticut Sailing Association) is the tax exempt foundation hosting my account.  All checks are to be made out to them, E.C.S.A., with my name in the memo, and are tax deductible.  All checks should again be sent to xxxxxxx.  (Checks then get sent to E.C.S.A. with a deposit slip made ready for them, thus decreasing the amount of work that needs to be done by the E.C.S.A. accountant.  This in turn, lowers the cost of the account significantly.)  

